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Salish Sea

salish sza is the traditions] name for the inland walers of Canada and
Washington State, stretching from Puget Sound to Johnstone Strait, that was
wsed by the First Natkon proples who historically ard presenily inhabit the
area,

The Salish Sea consists of 3 natural basina: The Streit of Georgia, Puget
Sound, and the Strait 6f fidn de Fucn; along with many islands, both large
e smnll, 2 i

There are many different types u-lﬁ'ﬂ-h‘ﬂm in the area: snndy beaches and
mcky shores, mudflsts and tidal wetlands, kelp beds, eclgrass meadows,
troad expanses of open water, and submerged reefs, all with differem plams
andd animals living in them,

About ten thousand years ago, massive rivers of ice flowed through the
Georgia Simil from northem ice felds. When the Td: stream encountered
tae Olympic Mountains, it parted. One part wnt inio'the Puget Sound area,
md one part went down the Strait of Juan de Ficn: Glaciers carved the area
md when they retreated, left gravel, sands, clay, and Gl behind,

talish Sen area is an extremely rich habitat with o lot 6f biological
productivity, This is due ta river discharge carrving nufrients 1o the ocean
o upwelling of cold nutrent rich water to the surfice.

Unfortunately, the Salish Sea is losing its’ rich divenity in marine life,
especially in the highly populsted or wsed ancas.



The GEODUCK (gooey-duck) is the largest of all clams. The
geoduck iz too big for s lhlllindm'tahuthﬂulhﬂﬂﬂ likee
other clams. For protection it lives buried about three feet deep
in the sand. It has two tubes in its long neck (siphon). To cat, it
siretches its neck up to the top of the sand where it takes in
water full of food through one tube and gets rid of wastes
through the ather.
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More kinds of starfish found

sea stars (rometimes

.wmmmmmﬂlm world. They

can be Found “holding on™ tigh ﬂ"h[.mtl:;ﬁmhg

epen ledges. Most sca - ey

i s stars have § arts, but the numboer n:‘r:'
Wﬂ.nh Star may have twenty or mare! i :

breaks one will grow in its place. e



Coler nelll

Sea Anemones usually cling tightly to rocks witha
suction disk. When they do move, it may take hours to
travel an inch. They are found in tidepools and can be 1
to 12 inches in diameter. Like jellyfish, they have
stinging cells (nematocysts) in their tentacles which are
used to paralyze small crabs or fish. They then bring the
Food te their mouths, located in the center of the
tentacles.



T

Thevwords see found down, scross, diagonally, fareands, and backvards

Can you Find Bhese Salish Sea
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Juan de Fuca Sirait

Creagia Strait

Salmon
Senls

Sea Lion

Herring

sea Urchin
Eelgrass

Tides
Ginnt Chiton

Tidepoals
Rocky Shores
Clams

Rock Sale
Roctweed

Smelt
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Sealwon l-ife Cyecle
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Adult salmon live in the ccean. They migrate from their feeding
grounds up rivers and streams to the stream they were born.
There they spawn and dis in those rivers, leaving fertile eggs
protected under the Ereshwater gravel. Young Fish hatch and
grow in those waters for a year or more before migrating
downstream through Puget Sound to the sea. One to five years
later, mature salmon return to the river to spawn and the cycle

begins again.



Can you help Bhis

Octopus find ilis cave?
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The Giant Pacific Octopus is the largest kind of
octopus in the world. It can weigh up to 600
pounds and have an arm-spread of over 31 feet!



Coleor et

Pacific Harbor Seals are the most common marine
mammal seen in the Salish Sea. Harbor seals are “true
seals’ in that they do net have external ear flaps and they
can not bring their hind flippers under them to walk.
They are often seen laying on rocks during low tide.
They can dive as deep as 1,380 feet and stay down as long
as 28 minutes!



Hous ey Fish com you find?




Cclor el

Sea Urchins, with their rounded bodies all covered with
spines, look [ike a pincushion than an animal. Urchins
use the spines to “walk" as if it were tippy-toeing or stilt-
walking. Purple sea unrchins are found wave swept ocean
rocks, while green sea urchins are found in the quieter
tidepools. Urchins eat algae, seaweed, and plankton
{(tiny Hoating plants}.



Mateh the Fish
Mlhhhﬂ;ﬁmhm“mm“

on the right to see what Wolf Eel, Big Scate, Yellowtail
Rockfish, and Pacific Sandab mﬁm
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Coleor he!l

Tufted Puffins eat mostly fish from & to 8 inches long.
Puffins dive and pursue fish using their wings as paddles
to fly underwater. They can carry up to & fish crosswise
in its bill at one time. How do they do that? The Puffin
secures the first fish between its rough tongue and its
upper jaw, which leaves the lower bill available to catch

more fish! They can also catch Fish on one side of its bill
and then on the other.



Conmmect the Dolis!
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Spiny Dogfish are the most common shark found
in the Salish Sea area. They grow up to § feet long
and are most often seen at the surface of the water
at dawn or dusk. They are not dangerous to
humans, although watch out for the spine on their
back (how they got their name) if you happen to
catch one!

"
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and other shellfish. To break open the hard shells, otters
puuﬂth-:helhmrnﬂuﬂurll;muﬂrm Sea
nﬂeﬁmlmpnmnlmhﬂlthjkﬂphﬂmhrktm
the number of sea urchins {(which eat kelp) down.



Ushich Buwso are the same?




Color el

home. As they grow they have find and move into
larger shells.

Humtmhhnvnmmemﬁﬂ:drmn they
use the empty shells of other animals as their



The woaths are found down, serosa, diagosally, forwards, and backwanis.

Cean you Find Bhese Salish Sea
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Yancouwver Island
Puget Syund

Loon

Mduarre

Sand

Anemone
Sea Siar
Bull Kelp

Blue Musszl
Crabs

Halibut

Oectopus

Sea Otter
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Halibut grow so large that, when caught and taken
aboard ships, they've killed and maimed people
with their thrashing tails. Females can grow up to
nearly 500 pounds and almost nine feet in length;
males are about half that length and generally
weigh under 100 pounds. Most are caught as
juveniles and only weigh around 35 pounds.



Cem you help Bhis sdalmon
wigreate upstbream o find
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D¥id you know that salmon must return to the same area
in the same river as where they were born?
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Directions Fill in the mad Ubﬂlhlhmaujmr-lﬁlmnﬂuhl-h

the story below. Oner you have filled i all the blanks, read your
m'hﬂfllrllhhlhilhwmlﬂlhlﬂhﬂdWﬂ cach
ather For survival.
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1. Family member
®, Somelody’s name
3. Andimal
4. Calor
& Animal
. Things
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Color The!

open oceans are homes to many different plants
and animals. Be polite and do not mess up their
your home, just

The beaches, rocky shores, marshes, coastal and
hames. Take your trash back to
leave footprints in theirs.
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How many fish can you find? 10
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